[Surgery of foreign bodies in the esophagus in case of failure of noninvasive extraction technics].
In the period 1957-1987, 240 corpora aliena in the esophagus were treated. The foreign body could be extracted under endoscopy in 228 cases (95%). In 12 cases the non-invasive extraction technic failed, so we have to remove the foreign body surgically. The most difficult bodies to extract by endoscopic way are the big, the sharp or pointed ones. On the surgical point of view, the way of approach depends on the level of the impacted body. The problem of post-operative fistula and abscess formation after surgery, can be avoided by a correct technic, exclusion of underlying pathology, an adequate drainage and consequent infection treatment.